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national discipline, but one can’t help thinking
that it remains something of a curate’s egg for
Hoggart. One of the criticisms he agrees with
about cultural studies today is that it is “too fond
of abstract polysyllabic complicated language”,
but that is a natural consequence of trying very
hard not to be a “soft subject”. Because of his
commitments as Professor in the English
Department, he explains, it was Hall who con-
ducted the seminars in the Centre, and it was his
political and theoretical approach that took
precedence. In 1968, the Centre was the focus for

“rather dramatic behaviour” during the student
riots, and by the 1970s it had defined the scope
and range of this unique subject around the
world. By then, it was something more than what
Hoggart pleasingly describes as an attempt to
escape “the awful ghost of Quiller-Couch™.

The ubiquitous Hall looms large in the debate
over the direction cultural studies has taken and
should take today. While Hoggart was on a per-
sonal journey, trying to “link my working-class
experience and background with the academic
one”, Hall was a theorist of the Left, allied with

the Continental Marxist tradition of Gramsci and
Althusser. By the Thatcherite 1980s, however,
according to Chris Rojek in his paper “Stuart
Hall and the Antinomian Tradition”, Hall
appeared to take a more multicultural, post-
modern stance which favoured identity politics
and “floating signifiers” over the British class
struggle, although his position remains wisely
ambivalent.

“*Stuart has a much more theoretic mind than I

years, without — as they say in working-cla
homes - ‘across word’.” His insistence on somy
thing definably “working-class” is touching
anachronistic in the context of modern cultur
studies. According to John Hartley in his edito
ial, cultural studies now is about “sport, leisur
food, travel, fashion and shopping, as well :
media, music [and] entertainment” rather tha

| class theory, making it sound more like a listing

have, or ever will have”, says the affable Hog:- |
gart. “But we worked together for six and a half | lous discipline, as its clothes are stolen by th

guide than a force for social transformation. An
indeed that is part of the problem for this nebt
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